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with the overwhelming mechanical superiority which
was essential to enable them to smash through
Shortage fortified positions held by a skilful and
hampers brave enemy. Equipment in this country
equipment of could only barely be kept up, let alone
our armies increased, at the expense of adequate food
supplies for the Allied population. Italy was suffering
severely in the matter of munition supply owing
to lack of shipping. The deficiency could not be made
up without further imperilling our own food position.
It was the failure of the German Government to feed
its own people that provoked the discontent which
reduced and ultimately broke their morale. The
Germans calculated that they could inflict these
demoralising privations on the Allies before corres-
ponding hardships had time to disaffect their own
civilian population. It was not so rash a calculation
when the actual figures of sinkings and resources
come to be examined.

Was there anything in the success or efficiency of
our naval operations against the new submarine
menace up to that date which would justify us in
assuming that we could cope with it adequately ?

Temporary relief could have been achieved by the
withdrawal of all our forces from the Mediterranean
Reasons for and Mesopotamia. The General Staff
maintaining WOuld have hailed such a movement
Mesopotamia, wi^ W as a triumphant vindication of
Egypt and their own foresight. Every catastrophe
Salonika has its compensations for somebody. If
the world crashed to its doom according to the
Almanac its compiler would have one thrill of satis-
faction. But a withdrawal from the Mediterranean,
including Egypt, would not have brought much
comfort in the end even to the Staffs. We should